
 
 
 

Minutes 
2010 Sunshine Census Statewide Complete Count Committee 

Third Full Committee Meeting 
July 30, 2009 

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Valencia Community College’s Criminal Justice Institute 

8600 Valencia College Lane Orlando, FL 32825 
 

Statewide Complete Count Committee Members in Attendance: 
 
Chairman Richard Crotty, Mayor of Orange County COMMITTEE CHAIR 
.Ǌȅŀƴ ±ŀǳƎƘƴΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
Candace Lankford, Florida School Board Association 
Carol Westmoreland, representing President Carmine Priore, Florida League of Cities 
Charlotte Brand Audie, Florida Outdoor Advertising Association 
Chris Smith, Florida Press Association 
Courtney Heidelberg, Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
Davin Suggs, Florida Association of Counties 
DiaƴŜ aŎ/ŀƛƴΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 
Guylene Berry, Community Advisor to the City of Miami 
Imam Muhammed Musri, Islamic Society of Central Florida 
James Harris, representing Adora obi Nweze, Florida State Conference of NAACP 
Branches 
Janice Caluda, Florida Cable Telecommunications Association 
WƻŜ vǳŜǘƻƴŜΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ 
Kathy Thrumston, Florida Parent and Teacher Association 
Leilani Fontanilla, Filipino-American Organizations in Central Florida 
Linda Grisham, Florida Department of Education Adult Migrant Program and Services 
Maria Pinzon, Hispanic Services Council 
Marina Pavlov, Florida Association on Non-profit Organizations 
Mary Oakley, Florida Department of Elder Affairs 
Michele Taylor, Florida Catholic Conference 
Pat Roberts, Florida Association of Broadcasters 
Rabbi Merrill Shapiro, Temple Beth Shalom 
{Ŏƻǘǘ ±ŀƴ5ŜƳŀƴΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛǎƳ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Steve Murray, Florida Department of Veterans Affairs 
Thayumanasamy Somasundaram, Indian Communities in Florida 
 
Statewide Complete Count Committee Legislative Delegates in Attendance: 
 
Representative Hazelle Rogers, District 94 
Representative Perry Thurston, District 93 
 
Statewide Complete Count Committee Members on the Conference Call: 
 
Hue Reynolds, Department of Education 
Mayor Pegeen Hanrahan, Florida League of Mayors 
Vesselka McAlarney, representing Rebecca Rust, Florida Agency for Workforce 
Innovation 
 
Legislative Members and Guests in Attendance: 
 
Hulbert James, guest of Representative Rogers, Chair of the South Florida Caribbean 
American Complete Count Committee 
Representative Gwen Clark-Reed, District 92 
 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ нлмл {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ {ǘŀŦŦ ƛƴ !ǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΥ 
 
Ayla Anderson, Government Analyst, 2010 Sunshine Census Initiative 
Bob Sparks, Executive Deputy Chief of Staff 
/ƭȅŘŜ 5ƛŀƻΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмл /Ŝƴǎǳǎ 
 
U.S. Census Bureau Staff in Attendance: 
  
Marilyn Stephens, Partnership Coordinator, Team Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
The meeting started at 2:05 p.m. 
 
Ayla Anderson welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending the third meeting 
of the Full 2010 Sunshine Census Statewide Complete Count Committee Meeting. She 
stated the next two full committee meetings will be on September 18 and November 13. 
She also pointed ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 2010 Sunshine Census Web site, 
www.SunshineCensus2010.com: the Census in Schools page and additional information 
on how to become involved with the 2010 Sunshine Census Initiative. 
 
Clyde Diao stressed the importance of the strategies and recommendations that come 
forth from this meeting. He stated that after this meeting, the media and public 
relations plan will be drafted. 
 
Chairman Richard Crotty stated that the preparation and planning for the 2010 Sunshine 
Census has taken place and groundwork has been laid. Going forward, the input from 
this committee will be used to create an effective public awareness campaign for the 
2010 Sunshine Census. He emphasized that federal support for projects in our state 
depends on the results of the 2010 Census. 
 
Marilyn Stephens from the U.S. Census Bureau was the next to speak. She mentioned 
the Regional Partnerships Summits that have already taken place: Caribbean-American 
Summit, Hispanic Summit and Migrant Farm Worker Summit. She announced upcoming 
summits: State and Federal Recognized Tribes Summit, Homeless and Disabled Summit, 
Refugee Summit, and African-American and Hispanic College Student Summit. She also 
stated that there are currently nine U.S. Census Bureau offices across Florida, and by 
March, there will 25. Recruiting for census jobs begins again in October and will likely be 
targeting positions in the hard-to-count communities. 
 
Representative Hazelle Rogers addressed a few points and questions: 

 How will the $2.875 million allocated ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ C¸ нллф-2010 budget for the 
2010 Sunshine Census Initiative be spent? 

 Local, non-traditional ethnic media wants to know when to except the opportunity 
to participate in the 2010 Sunshine Census. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sunshinecensus2010.com/


 
 
 
 

 There is concern among beneficiaries of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF), unemployment compensation and food stamps that they need job waivers if 
they were to be temporarily employed by the U.S. Census Bureau during the 2010 
Census.  

 
Ayla Anderson answered the first question by stating that the main purpose of the third 
full committee meeting is to recommend the best strategies for the effective and 
efficient use of the $2.875 million. She addressed the third issue by stating Florida does 
not assign waivers, but those who are receiving unemployment and TANF assistance will 
be allowed to work for the U.S. Census Bureau and continue receiving assistance. Food 
stamps have not been resolved yet. 
 
Marilyn Stephens explained the Partnership Support Program (PSP). PSP, formerly 
known as the In-Kind Program in Census 2000, supports the outreach efforts of partner 
organizations. The purpose of this program is to better reach hard-to-count populations 
by establishing relationships with 2010 partner organizations. Once the Statewide 
Complete Count Committee members fill out the form to become a partner with the 
U.S. Census Bureau, they can apply for the PSP. The PSP is not a grant program. The 
Census Bureau has no authority to issue grants. No funds are given directly or indirectly 
to 2010 partner organizations. All purchases are made by Census Bureau personnel in 
compliance with the Federal Acquisition Regulation and the Commerce Acquisition 
Manual and disbursed directly to vendors. The maximum amount of funds the Census 
Bureau can spend on each PSP request is $2,999 for product-based requests and $2,499 
for service-based requests. Though partners are not required to identify a vendor, we 
encourage partners to suggest vendors in writing to their U.S. Census Bureau 
Partnership Specialist. The Regional Census Center Management Team has the ultimate 
responsibility for identifying vendors. 
 
Ayla Anderson stated that the Community-based, Faith-based and Media 
Subcommittees will be meeting jointly, during the subcommittee break-out session, to 
facilitate the most effective strategies and recommendations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Joint Meeting of the Community-based, Faith-based and Media Subcommittee 
Minutes of the Meeting 

July 30, 2009 
 
 
Community-based Subcommittee Members in Attendance: 
 
James Harris, representing Adora obi Nweze, Florida state Conference of NAACP 
Branches 
WƻŜ vǳŜǘƻƴŜΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ 
Leilani Fontanilla, Filipino-American Organizations in Central Florida 
Linda Grisham, Department of Education Adult Migrant Program and Services 
Maria Pinzon, Hispanic Services Council 
Marina Pavlov, Florida Association on Non-profit Organizations 
Thayumanasamy Somasundaram, Indian Communities in Florida 
 

**The subcommittee chair, David Rosemond, was not present at this meeting; Leilani 

Fontanilla acted as the chair. 

Faith-based Subcommittee Members in Attendance: 
 
Imam Muhammed Musri, Islamic Society of Central Florida 
Michele Taylor, Florida Catholic Conference SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR 
Rabbi Merrill Shapiro, Temple Beth Shalom 
 
Media Subcommittee Members in Attendance: 
 
Charlotte Brand Audie, Florida Outdoor Advertising Association 
Chris Smith, Florida Press Association 
Guylene Berry, Community Advisor to the City of Miami 
Janice Caluda, Florida Cable Telecommunications Association SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR 
Pat Roberts, Florida Association of Broadcasters 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ нлмл {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ {ǘŀŦŦ ƛƴ !ǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΥ 
 
Ayla Anderson, Government Analyst, 2010 Sunshine Census Initiative 
Bob Sparks, Executive Deputy Chief of Staff 
Clyde Diao, GovernoǊΩǎ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмл /Ŝƴǎǳǎ 
 
U.S. Census Bureau Staff in Attendance: 
  
Marilyn Stephens, Partnership Coordinator, Team Leader 
 
Legislative Members and Associates in Attendance: 
 
Representative Gwen Clark-Reed, District 92 
Hulbert James, Chair of the South Florida Caribbean American Complete Count 
Committee 
 
 
The first issue brought up in the group was the national census boycott, organized by 
National Coalition of Latino Clergy & Christian Leaders, targeting undocumented 
workers. This coalition is urging undocumented immigrants not to fill out Census forms 
unless Congress passes "genuine immigration reform." 
 
Rabbi Merrill Shapiro stated that he feels the best way to combat the boycott would be 
with positive messaging. If the message were to contain information about the 
importance of the 2010 Census and how a successful count can have positive impacts on 
an ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ be effective in reaching many people. 
 
Marilyn Stephens added that the U.S. Census Bureau is creating talking points to 
counter the boycott. 
 
Janice Caluda stated that members need access to these talking points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Thayumanasamy Somasundaram followed up on wŀōōƛ {ƘŀǇƛǊƻΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ Ƙƻǿ 
important it was for the message to be positive and not highlight negative publicity. 
 
Hulbert James pointed out in Broward County the community leaders are informing 
their constituents of question #9. On the 2010 Census Questionnaire, question #9 asks a 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ƛŦ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ listed. For people who are 
of Caribbean decent, the leaders in Broward County are asking them to check the box 
for άBlack, African-American, or Negro,έ but fill in their Caribbean decent in the blank 
box.  
 
/ƘǊƛǎ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ aǊΦ WŀƳŜǎΩ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ tǊŜǎǎ Association (FPA) can 
reach many minorities in Florida with information, such as the issue with question #9. 
90-95% of the ethnic newspapers are FPA members. 
 
Representative Gwen Clark-Reed added that local newspapers need to be addressed 
and included in the outreach as well. 
 
Chris Smith said that if there are any local newspapers not already associated with FPA, 
please inform him so they can have the opportunity to become members. 
 
Pat Roberts spoke about different hard-to-count populations that need to be reached 
during the 2010 Census. He said that in South Florida reaching out to Haitian radio 
stations is crucial in reaching that community. In Orlando there is a very large Puerto 
Rican population, and tapping into the media that reaches that community is necessary. 
He added that the άsnowbirdέ population in Florida is very important, noting they are 
not hard-to-reach, but they are hard-to-count. 
 
Marilyn Stephens said many άǎƴƻǿbirdsέ use Florida as their primary residence for tax 
purposes; however, do not fill out questionnaires in FL. She noted a need to convince 
them to use Florida as their primary residence and their northern home as their 
seasonal home when they are filling out their 2010 Census Questionnaire. The media 
campaign for this target market needs to reach them during the mail-out, mail-back 
phase, which occurs during the month of March 2010. When the census enumerators go 
door-to-door, the άsnowbirdsέ will have left to go back up north. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Pat Roberts stated during Census 2000, cable, electric and phone companies mailed 
reminders of the upcoming census to their customers with their bills. 
 
Representative Clark-Reed stated how crucial it was for the media to be familiar with 
and attuned to the region and community they are trying to reach. She spoke 
specifically for Broward and Palm Beach counties. 
 
There was discussion of which languages the U.S. Census Bureau is going to advertise in. 
 
Marilyn Stephens said that the U.S. Census Bureau is advertising in 28 different 
languages, including Tagalog and Creole. 
 
Michele Taylor brought up an issue she has been hearing from around the 
undocumented worker community. She reported that there is a fear that when 
undocumented workers show up to a Questionnaire Assistance Center, U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement will be waiting for them in the parking lot. 
 
Representative Perry Thurston responded that if people are concerned, it is our job as 
leaders to give them reassurance of the confidentiality of their census data. 
 
Marilyn Stephens stated that there has never been a breach of security with census 
data. 
 
Representative Perry ¢ƘǳǊǎǘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ 
breach. 
 
Marilyn Stephens stated under Title 13- Protection of Confidential Information, a 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘion provided on the census questionnaire cannot be used for anything 
except statistical purposes. She added that the U.S. Census Bureau is not a law 
ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΦ ώ¢ƛǘƭŜ мо ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ άCopies of census reports, which have been so 
retained, shall be immune from legal process, and shall not, without the consent of the 
individual or establishment concerned, be admitted as evidence or used for any purpose 
in any action, suit, or other judicial or administrative proceeding.” 
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/luca2010/luca_title13.html] 
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Pat Roberts said during the 2000 Census the groups that got the confidentiality message 
across the best were the faith-based groups. He reported they had a large influence in 
the Immokalee and Homestead areas. 
Pat Roberts moved on to speak about the άƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎέ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ, and they are 
very embarrassed of the situation they are in. Many of these people might live with 
their parents, other family members or friends. During the awareness for the 2010 
Census, the message needs to reach these households; in order that everyone living in 
the household ς even if only temporarily ς should be counted. 

 
DǳȅƭŜƴŜ .ŜǊǊȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩs Caribbean-American 
Partnership Summit in Orlando on June 23 and 24. After the summit she went back to 
Broward County and dedicated a session of her Haitian radio show to awareness about 
the 2010 Census. Many people called in to the show and some of them stated that they 
have been in the United States for over 10 years and have never heard of the census. 
Guylene said that the impression of the show was very positive, however. The people 
who called in were interested in learning more about the census; they were very open 
to learning more. 
 
Ayla Anderson asked the group to summarize the meeting in key bullet points 
addressing the planning of the media and public relations outreach. 
 
The group summarized the meeting as follows: 

 Use a grassroots approach. Reach out to the members and leaders of each hard-
to-count community who already have trust established and know the best 
mediums of outreach that will resonate with the targeted community. 

 Use social media and Internet outreach, to reach college students and young 
adults. 

 Use regionally targeted outreach, including local media, brokers for local radio 
stations and community newspapers. 

 Use demographically targeted outreach, including ethnic media. 
 
The meeting ended at 4:30. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Education Subcommittee 
Minutes of the Meeting 

July 30, 2009 
 

Education Subcommittee Members in Attendance: 
 
Candace Lankford, Florida School Boards Association SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR  
Kathy Thrumston, Florida Parent and Teacher Association 
 
Other members and delegates who sat in on the meeting: 

Representative Hazelle Rogers, District 94 
Linda Grisham, Department of Education Adult Migrant Program and Services 
 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 2010 Sunshine Census Staff in Attendance: 
 
Ayla Anderson, Government Analyst, 2010 Sunshine Census Initiative 
Bob Sparks, Executive Deputy Chief of Staff 
 

Candace Lankford started the meeting summarizing about the events that have 

happened since the May 14 Statewide Complete Count Committee meeting. Florida 

Association of District School Superintendents (FADSS) and Florida School Board 

Association (FSBA) had a joint conference in June that Ayla Anderson and Marilyn 

Stephens attended. They had a booth with information and giveaways on the 2010 

Census and the Census in Schools Program. She announced the next joint conference 

will be on December 3, and it will need to include a presentation about the 2010 Census 

to the attendees. Superintendents, school board members, attorneys and insurance 

agents will attend this conference. Candace expressed that it would be a good idea to 

invite the ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ migrant outreach personnel from the different districts 

to this conference. 

Representative Hazelle Rogers asked if each school district, in unison, could dedicate a 

day to the 2010 Census education and awareness. 

 

 

 



 

 

Candace Lankford said this could be something that could be discussed at the December 

meeting. The date would need to be determined before it was discussed at the meeting. 

She suggested that a good date for Census in Schools, ά/Ŝƴǎǳǎ 5ŀȅέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿhen the 

students return to school after winter. If the date chosen is too far after students return 

ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ¢ŜǎǘΦ  

Candace Lankford reiterated the importance of the FSBA and each local school board 

becoming an official partner with the U.S. Census Bureau. In order to apply for the 

Partnership Support Program funds with the U.S. Census Bureau, organizations must be 

official partners with the U.S. Census Bureau. 

Kathy Thrumston talked about the Florida Parent and Teacher Leadership (FPTA) 

Conference in July.  She reported that Ayla Anderson hosted a booth dedicated to the 

2010 Sunshine Census. The attendees were very excited about the giveaways and 

curious to know more about the 2010 Sunshine Census. She stated that Ayla is working 

ǿƛǘƘ Ct¢!Ωǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ-elect to organize a short presentation and possibly a booth at the 

November FPTA Leadership Conference in Orlando. 

Representative Hazelle Rogers stated that there is not an organized PTA in her district 

and the School Advisory Council (SAC) meetings usually have little parent involvement, 

often due to their work schedules. Representative Hazelle Rogers asked what the plan is 

to reach parents and students in schools who do not have a strong PTA or SAC program, 

because these are typically the schools located in hard-to-count communities. 

Candace Lankford explained that Census in Schools information will be provided to the 

superintendents, who will give the information to the principals, who will distribute the 

information to the teachers. The teachers inform and involve the students, who inform 

their parents. The other key component to reaching the students and their families in 

the hard-to-reach schools is engaging the English as a Second Language Teachers (ESOL) 

and migrant outreach coordinators. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Representative Hazelle Rogers said the most critical issue is leaders knowing the schools 

that will be the hardest to reach in their districts. These schools are the ones that need 

the census message to stress confidentiality more than anything else. Engaging the 

migrant liaisons and ensuring they believe in the 2010 Census message 100 percent is 

vital. 

Candace Lankford said that the League of Cities (LOC) is developing a civics program that 

incorporates the decennial census. The Florida School Board Association is working 

closely with LOC to establish this program statewide. They want to eliminate the issue of 

CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ students learning about the census only every ten years and instead, teach 

them every school year. 

Candace Lankford expressed the idea of migrant liaisons from each district attending the 

School Board Regional Meetings to become educated and informed about the 2010 

Census. Target dates would be November or January. 

Ayla Anderson stated that the best way to coordinate training for the 2010 Census 

ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ 

Team in the region where the meeting is being held. These partnership specialists 

provide training on the 2010 Census. 

Linda Grisham and Shirley Caban-Tellez, Florida Department of Education Adult Migrant 

Program and Services, joined the subcommittee meeting. Ayla Anderson introduced 

them to the subcommittee and asked their input on the English as Second Language 

(ESOL) and Migrant Liaison outreach.  

Linda Grisham said in Hillsborough County, where Adult Migrant Program and Services is 

located, she has gotten approval for the partnership specialists in their region to speak 

to the ESOL teachers, the adult migrant liaison staff and every ESOL class. The Adult  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Migrant Program and Services facility will serve as a Questionnaire Assistance Center, 

and the staff will be forming their own community complete count committee. 

Candace Lankford said that Hillsborough County is a great example for everyone. Not all 

counties have an adult migrant program, but partnerships can be made in order for 

similar outreach to take place in other counties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Government Subcommittee 
Minutes of the Meeting 

July 30, 2009 
 

Government Subcommittee Members in Attendance: 
 
.Ǌȅŀƴ ±ŀǳƎƘƴΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
Carol Westmoreland, representing President Carmine Priore, Florida League of Cities 
Courtney Heidelberg, Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
Davin Suggs, Florida Association of Counties 
Mary Oakley, Florida Department of Elder Affairs 
{Ŏƻǘǘ ±ŀƴ5ŜƳŀƴΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛǎƳ SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR 
Steve Murray, Florida Department of Veterans Affairs  
 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ нлмл {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ {ǘŀŦŦ: 
 
Ayla Anderson, Government Analyst, 2010 Sunshine Census Initiative 
Bob Sparks, Executive Deputy Chief of Staff 
 

Scott VanDeman started the meeting by speaking about a Webinar for local government 

officials. He said about four or five months ago he was approached by the public 

relations firm, The Kidd Group. The Kidd Group worked with Collier County during the 

2000 Census and learned the importance of an accurate census count. The Kidd Group 

has a strong pro-bono program and believes in creating awareness of the 2010 Census 

for the greater good of Florida. They are putting together a Webinar directed at 

educating local government officials. They contacted Scott because he is on the 2010 

Sunshine Census Statewide Complete Count Committee and would like input from the 

Committee that will lead to a successful Webinar. Scott stressed that The Kidd Group 

plans to conduct the Webinar even if the StaǘŜǿƛŘŜ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

participate. He stated that he will not be involved in the communication with The Kidd 

Group beyond this meeting and asked the U.S. Census Bureau and the local 

governments for their input. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mary Oakley said that the outreach experts in her department have been talking about 

how educational and influential a top-notch Webinar would be in the 2010 Sunshine 

Census effort. There could be live feeds in community and civic centers, universities and 

local governments. The audience would participate in the Webinar for different reasons; 

an educational presentation on the 2010 Census can benefit more than just local 

government officials.  

Scott VanDeman stated that this subcommittee has three local government 

representatives: Florida League of Cities, Florida Association of Counties and Florida 

League of Mayors. These groups can inform their members of the Webinar to ensure 

substantial participation. As for content and guidance, The Kidd Group can receive the 

assistance needed from the U.S. Census Bureau. 

Carol Westmoreland asked about the timeframe The Kidd Group was considering. 

Scott VanDeman said they did not provide a timeframe, but he suspected that it would 

be this year. He said that this is the type of information The Kidd Group could receive 

from the local governments in order to achieve a successful Webinar. 

Bob Sparks added a couple of thoughts. He stated that Marilyn Stephens, from the U.S. 

Census Bureau, is very knowledgeable and can probably assist with content 

development for the Webinar. He also suggested that local government representatives 

from the U.S. Census Bureau can obtain an audience among the local governments. He 

also asked if Scott could imagine The Kidd Group bidding on the media and public 

relations effort of the 2010 Sunshine Census. 

Scott VanDeman replied that they did not indicate an intention to do so. He explained 

that was his reason for recommending the 2010 Sunshine Census Statewide Complete 

Count Committee step away from this issue and turn it over the U.S. Census Bureau. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Davin Suggs said that this Webinar has the potential to be very valuable. The first thing 

that came to his mind was placing Marilyn Stephens in front of the camera. She was 

very successful with the local government group at the Florida Association of Counties 

Convention in June. He went on to say that she understands local governments very 

well. He suggested that not only should cities and counties be contacted to participate 

in this Webinar, but school board members should be contacted as well. 

Carol Westmoreland said the League of Cities has the capacity of a thousand computers 

to be web streaming the live Webinar. She said that the Webinar has the potential to 

capture a very large audience. 

Davin Suggs pointed out that the local elected officials are important, but their staff is 

also important. The 2010 Sunshine Census Initiative is going to be delegated to someone 

witƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΩ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ 

them.  

Ayla Anderson said she will speak with Marilyn Stephens about directing the Webinar to 

the U.S. Census Bureau and away from the 2010 Sunshine Census Statewide Complete 

Count Committee. 

Scott VanDeman asked the subcommittee to report on upcoming events as well as 

events that have happened since the May 14 Statewide Complete Count Committee 

Meeting. 

Carol Westmoreland said that Marilyn Stephens is committed to presenting at the 

League of Cities meeting on August 13-15.  

Davin Suggs said that Marilyn Stephens presented at the Florida Association of Counties 

(FAC) Convention on Marco Island in June, and her presentation was well received. The 

2010 Census presentation was the highest rated presentation of the entire convention! 

The last PowerPoint slide she presented showed the response rates of the states and  

 

 

 



 

 

 

the national average. When the audience saw that Florida was 4 percent below the 

national average, they were very motivated to do better in 2010! He stated that every 

attendee received 2010 Census information in their admission packet. He also said, 

ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ C!/Ωǎ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜΦ  

Scott VanDeman mentioned that outreach material is already available on the U.S. 

/Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜΦ 

Government Subcommittee Recommended Timeline: 

Within the next 30 days: 

 Ask agency secretaries to designate a census point person to ensure that the 

census communication effort remains on track 

 Meet with communications directors of the state agencies 

 Ensure Cabinet agencies are involved with this process 

General Notes: 

 Engage the disabilities community. 

 Engage the Rural Economic Development Initiative point people in each of the 

GovŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ 

 

 

  

     


