
 

Minutes 

Complete Count Committee Meeting 

Saturday, February 28th, 2009 

Valencia Community College Criminal Justice Institute 
 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΥ 
Ayla Anderson 
/ƭȅŘŜ 5ƛŀƻΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ 
Bob Sparks, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Members Present: 
Mayor Richard Crotty, Chair 
Charlotte Brand Audie 
Guylene Berry 
Joy Bruce 
Janice Caluda 
Luis De Rosa 
Allen Douglas 
Leilani Fontanilla 
Patrick Franklin 
Francois Guillaume 
WƻǎŜΩ DƻƴȊŀƭŜȊ 
Pegeen Hanrahan 
Freyja Harris 
Lois Herron 
Michelle Hughes 
TC Wolf, representing Belinda Keiser 
Candace Lankford 
Diane McCain 
Mary Oakley 
Maria Pinzon 
David Rosemond 
Rebecca Rust 
Marytza Sanz 
Chris Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Thayumanasam Soma 
Davin Suggs 
Michele Taylor 
Scott VanDeman 
James Harris, representing Adora obi Nweze  
Courtney Heidelberg, representing Taroub King, via conference call 
Census Bureau: 
Martha Brown, Senior Partnership Specialist 
Maryiln Stephens, Complete Count Committee trainer 
 
Legislative Delegates Present: 
Rep. Perry Thurston 
 
The meeting was called to order at 11:30 A.M. by Ayla Anderson. She introduced herself 
along with Bob Sparks, Deputy Chief of Staff to Governor Crist, and Clyde Diao, The 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмл /ŜƴǎǳǎΦ {ƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŘƛǳƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ .ƻō {ǇŀǊƪǎ. 
Bob Sparks spoke briefly about the importance of the Complete Count Committee and 
the importance of its diversity. Bob Sparks introduced the Chair of the 2010 Sunshine 
Census Complete Count Committee, Mayor Richard Crotty. 
 
Mayor Crotty spoke on how important it is that Florida obtain an accurate count of her 
population and how he is appreciative that the Governor has asked him to be chair of 
this committee. Also, the Mayor issued a recommendation of a relaxed dress code for 
future Complete Count Committee meetings, for example men going without ties. He 
then turned the podium over to Clyde Diao. 
 
Clyde Diao spoke about Census 2000; what was done; the outcome; and how we need 
to improve in 2010.  
 
Ayla Anderson then spoke on the marketing focus of Census 2010. She said we want to 
inspire people as well as inform them. She introduced Charles Hawkins to speak on the 
Sunshine Law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Charles Hawkins presented information on the Sunshine Law and Public records Law. He 
emphasized those members of this committee were not allowed to speak on matters 
regarding this committee, unless it is at a publically noticed meeting. He also 
emphasized the public records law. 
 
The Mayor then came to the podium once again and asked that everyone introduce 
themselves and state whether or not they are a members of the committee. After this, 
we broke for lunch. 
 
At approx. 12:45 Marylin Stephens, U.S. Census Bureau, provided a very detailed 
explanation of the Complete Count Committee. She pointed out the specific 
subcommittees and their roles. She spoke on the difficulties of reaching residents of 
dangerous neighborhoods, people with language barriers, and literacy barriers. She 
spoke of the importance of having members of these communities on the ground level. 
Her presentation really got the crowd involved and spurred conversation. 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ aŀǊȅƛƭƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ group split into subcommittees. After the split into 
subcommittees, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Notes taken by Ayla Anderson 

Faith- Based {ǳōŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 
Minutes of the Meeting 

February 28, 2009 
 
Members Present: 
Michele Taylor, Florida Catholic Conference 
 
Since there was only one member present, Michele and Ayla Anderson discussed 
expanding this committee, especially with members that represent faith-based groups 
other than Christianity. Michele said she knows leaders of other faith-based groups and 
will reach out to them. Michele stated she wanted a conference call set up with the 
other two members of this subcommittee, Dennis Baxley and Al Fernandez. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The date of March 27, 2009 from, 1pm-2pm had been chosen for the conference call 
date. 
 
Ayla Anderson and Michele Taylor discussed these issues for about 15 minutes and the 
Faith-Based subcommittee was adjourned.   
 
 
Notes taken by Ayla Anderson 
 
 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ǳōŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 
Minutes of the Meeting 

February 28, 2009 

Members Present:  
Diane McCainΣ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ǘŀte University System of Florida 
TC Wolfe (filling in for Belinda Keiser), Keiser University 
Candace Lankford, Florida School Boards Association 

Also present Ana Curras, US Census Bureau, and Naty Ordona, Filipino Representative.  

The first order of business was to nominate Candace Lankford as chair. Diane McCain 
moved and TC Wolfe seconded; the motion passed. 

We discussed the need to increase subcommittee membership. After speaking with Ayla 
Anderson, two additional organizations suggested for inclusion, are the Florida 
Association of District School Superintendents (FADSS), and the Florida Parent Teacher 
Association (PTA). Candace will contact Bill Montford, the executive director or FADSS, 
and Diane Smith, Chair of Volusia County School Board. Diane is a former state president 
of the PTA, and should be able to supply contact information on the current state PTA 
organization. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Discussed the 2010 Census time-line with Ana Curras; April 1, 2010, ƛǎ ά/Ŝƴǎǳǎ 5ŀȅέΤ 
discussed various ways our organizations could implement census awareness programs 
and projects within our associations. Some of the suggestions included: presentations 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΤ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ {D!ǎ and high school leaders 
used as conduits for dissemination of information; K-12 Social Studies Fairs, PTAs, audio-
visual productions, (both higher education and K-12), and community-service credit for 
students. We also suggested bringing census information before the Florida Learning 
First Alliance as an additional avenue for getting out the message.  

Martha Brown, a Census Bureau Trainer, dropped by our meeting and stressed the 
importance of making the connection between increased education funding and our 
census count to our members and communities. 

We discussed our next meeting and felt it should be after the 2009-2010 legislative 
session; however, we left open the possibility that we could meet in Tallahassee prior to 
the end of the session. If we choose to do so, we would inform Ayla so the meeting 
would be noticed.  

  
Notes taken by Candace Lankford 
 
 

Business Subcommittee  
Minutes of the Meeting 

February 28, 2009 
Members present:  
Francois Guillaume, Haitian-American Chamber of Commerce of Florida 
Jose Gonzalez, Associate Industries of Florida 
Allen Douglas, National Federation of Independent Businesses 
James Harris, representing Adora obi Nweze from the NAACP  
 
Allen Douglas elected as Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Goals and Objectives: 
Bring awareness of importance of Census data to large and small employers across the 
state.  Maximize the outreach of the Census message through interaction with 
businesses 

 1 month:  Schedule conference call with committee by 3/20/2009 

 2 months: Identify large employers with high capacity for outreach to 
community and their employees 

 3 months/4 months:  Start contacting large employers personally to develop 
strategies/partnerships and begin planning for business forum 

 р ƳƻƴǘƘǎΥ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ άŎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘƻƻƭƪƛǘέ ŦƻǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ 

 6 months: Business forum ς census toolkit sponsored by large employers?  
Á start media campaign/Opeds/press conference 

 
- Focus on large employers who have community influence/presence ς underwrite 
activities 
- Do not forget about small businesses 
- Talking to customers in a way a census worker ŎŀƴΩǘ 
- Location of census logos  
- Census message on promotional activities 
- Cross promotions with census 
- Displaying Census posters/printed materials 
- Compile list of members who would be willing to participate in activities 
 
- ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǇƛǘŎƘΚέ 
 -Census data used for:  
  1). Market data 
  2). Relocation data 
  3). Spotting trends 
  4). Community impact = schools 
  5). Data for drawing down Federal Funds 
-Some of the large employers already are a part of the national effort; we just need to 
focus on Florida ς specific efforts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
- 
 
 
- Identify additional partners or trade associates in local communities (IE: Latin Builders; 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce)  
 
Notes taken by Allen Douglas 
 

Media Subcommittee 
Minutes of the Meeting 

February 28, 2009 
 
Members Present:  
Lois A. Herron, AARP  
Janice Caluda, Florida Cable Telecommunications Association 
Charlotte Brand Audie, Florida Outdoor Advertising Association 
Chris Smith, Florida Press Association 
Guylene Berry, Community Relations Advisor for the City of Miami 
 
Janice Caluda, Florida Cable Telecommunications Association, was elected chair 
 
Goals and Objectives: 
Find who the ad agency is for Florida: Notify them of who we are and what we bring to 
the table, making sure the hiring process is done according to policy.    

 Launch dates 

 Gather other subcommittee information 
 
1). Communication plan agenda 
2). Media information ς from the Bureau 
3). Census Integrated plan 
4). Brain Storm ς to get a Media plan with concept 
 
Notes taken by Julieann Cruz 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Community-Based Subcommittee 

Minutes of the Meeting 
February 28, 2009 

 
 

Members Present: 
David A. Rosemond, City of Miami's Neighborhood Enhancement Team 
Arturo Lopez, Coalition of Florida Farm Workers 
Dr. Joy Bruce, Filipino-American Community in South Florida 
Leilani Fontanilla, Filipino American Organizations in Central Florida 
Marina Pavlov, Florida Association of Non-Profit Organizations 
Freyja Harris, Florida Coalition for the Homeless 
Michelle Hughes, Fresh Ministries 
Joe A. Quetone, Governor's Council on Indian Affairs, Inc. 
Maria Pinzon, Hispanic Services Council 
Thaumanasamy Somasundaram, Indian Communities in Florida 
Patrick Franklin, Urban League of Palm Beach County 
Maria Sanz, Puerto Rican Communities 
 
Other attendees: 
Lita Martija - Asian American Heritage Council of Central Florida; Filipino American 
Coalition of Florida 
Evelyn Bruce, NANAY Inc. 
Melissa Serrano - Partnership Specialist 
Mario Ordona - Council For Filipino American Organizations 
 
     
Meeting was called to order at 2:25 p.m., David Rosemond was appointed & acted  as 
Chair,  Lita Martija was appointed to record the minutes. A sign-in sheet was passed 
around to record each one's contact phone numbers and e-mail addresses. 
A quest for an infrastructure to be followed by the group was sounded out. Martha 
Brown reminded the group to be aware of the Census timeline, and to be initially 
focused on objective to come up with a template for each language community in the 
specific areas covered by the attendees.  
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
    



 
 
 
 
Following the listed activities suggested, it was agreed that each member of the 
subcommittee shall attempt to identify and make a list of community-based 
organizations in their area, establish a partnership, and create a census awareness 
campaign from the grassroots level. The group discussed the community universe in the 
State of Florida and announced the areas they could focus on.  
 

 Dr. Joy Bruce ς will cover Asians in Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach. 
Counties; Asian, Haitians and African Americans in North Miami 

 T. Somasundaram - Indian Community - Tallahassee.  Will connect with the 
Indian groups in Central Florida. 

 Michelle Hughes - Connect with faith-based communities, build collaboration & 
partnership plan with them, and report back with a list during the next meeting. 

 Arturo Lopez - will cover Fort Lauderdale's migrant & farm workers. 
 Freyja Harris - The homeless in Tallahassee. She will connect with their service 

providers. 
 Melissa Serrano - Okeechobee & Martin County, North & South Florida.  She will 

get information and report back  
 Maria Pinzon - Pinellas & Hillsborough, thru United Way, to target Spanish 

community, interface with other communities. 
 Maria Sanz - Latino community and will also access the national organization of 

Latinos.  As member of the Advisory Board of University of Central Florida, will 
interface with the student Latino groups.  

 Leilani Fontanilla - will cover the Filipino American organizations of Central 
Florida.  The council she now chairs has 11 member organizations.  

 Mario Ordonez - will access Filipinos speaking the Ilocano and Ilonggo dialects.  
 Lita Martija - will connect with 35+ Asian American organizations in Central 

Florida, and other active member organizations of the Asian American Heritage 
Council, including the very active Asian Pacific American Association of the 
University of Central Florida. As State Chair of the Filipino American Coalition of 
Florida, will include the 2010 Census in the agenda of its upcoming regional 
meeting.  

 David Rosemond - The City of Miami, will establish linkage with the Government 
subcommittee, and other organizations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 All of the above, and the other members of the subcommittee, shall report their 
findings, and submit their lists during the next meeting.  
Marilyn Stephens will e-mail a copy of her presentation (on training) to the 
members of this committee.   
 
 MEETING ADJOURNED AT 3:10 P.M. 

 
Reported by Lita Martija 
  
 

Government Subcommittee 
Minutes of the Meeting 

February 28, 2009 
 
 
Start:  2:20p.m. 
 
Members Present:   
{Ŏƻǘǘ ±ŀƴ5ŜƳŀƴΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
Mary Oakley, Florida Department of Elder Affairs 
Davin Suggs, Florida Association of Counties 
Rebecca Rust, Agency for Workforce Innovation 
Pegeen Hanrahan, Florida League of Mayors 
Other Attendees: 
Shirley Rivers, U.S. Census Bureau 
Jones Harris 
Rowena Romero, Council of Filipino American Organizations of Central Florida (CFAO) 
Aurelia Romero, Council of Filipino American Organizations of Central  Florida(CFAO) 
Romeo Dela Paz, National Federation of Filipino American Associations (NaFFAA) Florida  
Ayla Anderson, 2010 Census Initiative 
Clyde Diao, 2010 Sunshine Census 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Mr. VanDeman brought to the attention of the group that its tasks based on the 
AGENDA are:   
 
a)  Set a meeting/conference call schedule for the next month 
b)  Set goals and objectives for the next 6 months. 
 
The group agreed at this point to request for the presence of a staff from 2010 Sunshine 
Census as a Facilitator.  Ms. Rivers went out to look for one and came back with Ms. 
Anderson. 
Further, the group agreed that it will decide/accomplish task re:  conference 
call/meeting especially to solve issues, for example, of overlapping with other 
ǎǳōŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ of budget cuts and their impact to 
the 2010 Sunshine Census operations. 
 
When Ms. Anderson joined the group, she agreed to be the Facilitator noting the need 
to avoid problems in complying with Florida Sunshine laws. 
 
It was agreed that the next activity will be a conference call on Friday, March 27, 2009, 
starting at 2:00 p.m. and for about an hour.  The information regarding date, location 
and code-not necessarily the agenda-must be provided to Ms. Anderson by March 13th.  
Please ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ 
Administrative Weekly. 
 
Note:  A member connected to the release of unemployment reports on March 27 told 
the group of that challenge for her to prepare for the conference call.  She will make it 
somehow. 
 
Mr. Diao joined the group and was on hand to answer questions about the 2010 
Sunshine Census budget of $2.8 M or an estimated $.25 per person. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΥ 
       - For marketing, tap the various countiesΩ TV stations 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
      - Bring the expertise/specialization of state, county and city representatives in the 
subcommittee 
       - Utilization of the budget support to the counties/cities and media. 
 
Concerns:  Look into the counts for college students especially in university towns.  Also 
take note on the practice of classifying college students as unemployed. 
 
At this point, the group voted in favor of Mr.VanDeman as Government Subcommittee 
chair. 
 
Also agreed that we compare statistics on census operations of Florida to that of states 
of comparable size or situation. 
 
Note:  75% response of surveys to 63% response in census. 
               5% response to initial mailing to addresses and not to persons. 
 
Question:  Why is the list of Partners Specialists assigned to several counties shows  only  
407 as area code for their phones contact info?    
Answer:  The 407 area codes phone are for the initial group.  The 2010 U.S. Census will 
continue hiring workers as the succeeding phases will evolve.  . 
 
Additional questions/concerns:   

 Iƻǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
in gated subdivisions to solicit cooperation? 

 

 What are the Questions in the 2010 U.S. Census?   Ms. Anderson directed the 
group to the U.S. Census Bureau website.  For explanations on the Questions, 
they may be found in the 2010 Sunshine Census website, in the άQuestionnaireέ 
section. 

 
aǊΦ ±ŀƴ5ŜƳŀƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǊŜƭŀȅƛng Ms. 
Anderson suggestions, concerns, and questions for the coming March 27th conference 
call by March 13th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Anderson agreed to consolidate information received ready for posting. 
 
Adjournment: 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted respectfully by 
Romeo Dela Paz 
     


