
 

 

Minutes 

Full Committee Meeting 

2010 Sunshine Census Statewide Complete Count Committee 
Thursday, May 14, 2009 

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
±ŀƭŜƴŎƛŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ /ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 

8600 Valencia College Lane 

Orlando, FL  32825 

 

Complete Count Committee Members in Attendance: 

 

Janice Caluda, Florida Cable Telecommunications Association 

Alexis Tibbetts, Florida Association of District School Superintendents 

Nikki Stewart, representing Patrick Roberts, Florida Association of Broadcasters 

Thayumanasam Somasundaram, Indian Communities of Florida 

WƻŜ vǳŜǘƻƴŜΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ 

Allen Douglas, National Federation of Independent Businesses 

Mary Oakley, Florida Department of Elder Affairs 

Michele Taylor, Florida Catholic Conference 

Courtney Heidelberg, Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 

{ǘŜǾŜ aǳǊǊŀȅΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ 

Carmine Priore, Florida League of Cities 

Kathy Thrumston, Florida Parent and Teacher Association 

.Ǌȅŀƴ ±ŀǳƎƘƴΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩs Commission on Disabilities 

Lance Lozano, Florida United Businesses Association 

Merrill Shapiro, Temple Beth Shalom 

Ted Granger, United Way of Florida 

Candace Lankford, Florida School Board Association 

Patrick Franklin, Urban League of Palm Beach County 

James Harris, representing Adora Obi Nweze, Florida State Conference of NAACP Branches 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Marina Pavlov, Florida Association of Nonprofit Organizations 

Guylene Berry, Community Advisor for the City of Miami 

Imam Muhammad Musri, Islamic Society of Central Florida 

Davin Suggs, Florida Association of Counties 

{Ŏƻǘǘ ±ŀƴ5ŜƳŀƴΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛǎƳ 

Pegeen Hanrahan, Florida League of Mayors 

Chris Smith, Florida Press Association 

Belinda Keiser, Keiser University 

Dan Krassner, representing Tony Carvajal, Florida Chamber of Commerce 

Lourdes Villanueva, Redlands Christian Migrant Association 

Marytza Sanz, Latino Leadership 

Leilani Fontanilla, Filipino-American Organizations in Central Florida  

Vesselka McAlarney, representing Rebecca Rust from CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ²ƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ 

Innovation 

 

Committee Members on the Conference Call: 

Lois Herron, AARP 

Rana Brown, representing Ron Book, Florida Regional Planning Councils 

Representative Hazelle Rogers, District 94, Legislative Delegate to the Committee 

 

2010 Sunshine Census Staff in Attendance: 

Bob Sparks, Executive Deputy Chief of Staff, Executive Office of the Governor 

/ƭȅŘŜ 5ƛŀƻΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмл {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ tƻƭƛŎȅ 

and Budget 

Ayla Anderson, Government Analyst, 2010 Sunshine Census InitiativeΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

of Policy and Budget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

At 2:00 p.m. Ayla Anderson called the meeting to order. 

 

Ayla started by stating the goal of the meeting was to bring the ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ outreach 

plan closer to ground level. She described the overall strategy of the committee, as a 

grassroots outreach campaign that will inform, enlighten and inspire the residents of 

Florida to be counted in the 2010 Sunshine CensusΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿŀǎ to plan on 

HOW to achieve this strategy. 

 

Ayla continued with announcing additional members to the 2010 Sunshine Census 

Statewide Complete Count Committee: Lourdes Villanueva from Redlands Christian 

Migrant Association, 

Alexis Tibbetts from Florida Association of District School Superintendents, Kathy 

Thrumston 

from Florida Parent Teacher Association, Carmine Priore from the Florida League of 

Cities, Rabbi Merrill Shapiro from Temple Beth Shalom, Bryan Vaughn from the 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭities, Mark Dufva from Pensacola Bay Area Chamber 

of Commerce, and Imam Muhammad Musri from the Islamic Society of Central Florida.  

 

The three members on the conference call introduced themselves: Representative 

Hazelle Rogers, District 94, Legislative Delegate to the Committee; Rana Brown 

representing Ron Book from Florida Regional Planning Councils; and Lois Herron from 

AARP. 

 

Chairman Crotty discussed the importance of the 2010 Sunshine Census and how 

CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлллΦ He provided an example of Orange County, 

which had the previous day been determined to be a county with the majority 

population being made up of minority groups.  He also reported giving media interviews 

on the 2010 census. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Bob Sparks stressed how the Office of the Governor is highly interested in the views of 

the committee members.  From those views, we will develop a final strategy for 

maximizing the response rate of the 2010 Sunshine Census.   

Before the Committee broke into subcommittees, the members on the conference call 

mentioned a few ideas and concerns: 

 

Representative Hazelle Rodgers addressed the issue of question number nine on 

the census questionnaire. It allows the person filling the questionnaire out to 

write their race in the box provided, if their race is not provided as one of the 

choices. She stated that this option is something that the public should be aware 

of, since there is resistance to filling out the census questionnaire due their race 

not being an option to select. Once people become aware that they can be 

counted as a member of the race in which they represent, they could become 

more inclined to fill out their questionnaire. 

 

Lois Herron addressed the media subcommittee with the statement ǘƘŀǘ άƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊέ ƘŀǾŜ been a successful and inexpensive way to reach the public in 

the past. This is a medium that the media subcommittee should consider. 

 

Ayla Anderson announced for the 2010 Sunshine Census Statewide Complete Count 

Committee to break into subcommittees. The subcommittees were asked to construct a 

mission statement that encompasses the goals and outreach objectives of each member 

of the subcommittee and provide feedback on ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ outreach plan.  

¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦.S. Census Bureau 

visited the subcommittees to address issues and answer questions. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

After Subcommittee Meetings 

At 3:40 p.m. the meeting of the full 2010 Sunshine Census Statewide Complete Count 

Committee reconvened. 

9ŀŎƘ ǎǳōŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŎƘŀƛǊ presented their mission statement and a brief outline of the 

ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳōŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 

Marilyn Stephens from the U.S. Census Bureau gave a brief presentation on the 

Complete Count Committee Timeline.  

1. Education Phase, Sept. 2008-Dec. 2009: The target audience during this 

phase is the leadership across the state, including complete count 

committee members, elected officials and community leaders. The focus 

is basic census awareness and the formation of state, local and 

community complete counǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ нлмл 

Census is a civic activity that involves all people, ages, races, cultures, 

ethnicities, citizens, non-citizens, documented and undocumented 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦέ 

2. Promotion Phase, April 1, 2009- April 1, 2010: The target audience is all 

ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƪŜȅ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ 

ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ 

2010 Census Questionnaire is arriving in your mailbox in March 2010. It is 

important, confidential and ŜŀǎȅΗέ 

Key Dates to Highlight: 

 October 1, 2009: Six months from Census Day 

 January 1, 2010: Three months from Census Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

3. Motivation Phase, Feb. 2010- Sept. 2010: Starting in February 2010, the 

message needs to motivate each household to take ownership of their 

2010 Census Questionnaire and motivate each household to encourage 

their neighbors to fill out their 2010 Census Questionnaire. Be Counted 

sites and Questionnaire Assistance Centers (QACs) need to be publicized 

starting in February as well. During March 2010 the number of census 

ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻǳƴǘŘƻǿƴ 

ǘƻ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ 5ŀȅέ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜƎƛƴΦ Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

encourage households to fill out and mail back their 2010 Census 

Questionnaire. During May through July 2010 the message will encourage 

households to cooperate with non-response follow-up (door-to-door 

enumeration). 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Business Subcommittee 

Minutes of the Meeting 

May 14, 2009 

 

 

Members present: 

Allen Douglas, National Federation of Independent Businesses SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR 

Lance Lozano, Florida United Businesses Association 

Dan Krassner, representing Tony Carvajal from the Florida Chamber of Commerce 

 

Allen Douglas started off the meeting by stating the importance of an accurate 2010 

Sunshine Census count and the need to target immigrant populations. The businesses of 

Florida play a large role the public awareness of the 2010 Sunshine Census, especially 

those businesses whose constituents are primarily immigrants. Allen stressed the 

importance of involving the Bi-National Chambers of Commerce across the state. He 

also pointed out that the hard-to-count populations might be more accessible through 

small businesses rather than large ones. 

Dan Krassner said he would reach out to the Bi-National Chambers of Commerce. 

Allen stated how crucial it is to stress the confidently of the 2010 Sunshine Census 

among the businesses and their constituents. He added that knowledge of the 

companies that already have partnered with the U.S Census Bureau and how these 

companies plan on creating awareness is necessary in order for this committee to 

compleƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ !ƭƭŜƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

reaching out to construction companies, restaurants, and agriculture companies 

because a lot of their employees are probably among the hard-to-count populations. 

The group then discussed the importance of obtaining or creating a formal document  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

for businesses to fill out that states, in writing, their level of involvement in the 2010 

Sunshine Census Initiative.  

Ayla Anderson stated that the U.S. Census Bureau does have a partnership form the 

businesses can fill out. This form allows the businesses to select the level of involvement 

they wish to provide. Ayla stated that Marilyn Stephens from the U.S. Census Bureau 

will send her more information on the partnership program, and she will ensure the 

business subcommittee receives the information. 

  

Mission Statement: 

άTo build a broad and diverse coalition within the business community to disseminate 

information to employers, employees, and customers of businesses of all sizes, 

emphasizing the importance of the 2010 Sunshine Census to their communities.έ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community-based Subcommittee 

Minutes of the Meeting 

May 14, 2009 

 

Members present: 

Patrick Franklin, Urban League of Palm Beach County 

James Harris, representing Adora Obi Nweze, Florida State Conference of NAACP 

Branches 

Marina Pavlov, Florida Association of Nonprofit Organizations 

Lourdes Villanueva, Redlands Christian Migrant Association 

Marytza Sanz, Latino Leadership 

Leilani Fontanilla, Filipino-American Organizations in Central Florida  

Thayumanasam Somasundaram, Indian Communities of Florida 

Ted Granger, United Way of Florida 

WƻŜ vǳŜǘƻƴŜΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ 

**The subcommittee chair, David Rosemond, was not present at this meeting; Leilani 

Fontanilla acted as the chair. 

Thayumanasam Somasundaram started off the meeting by pointing out the goals of the 

meeting that Ayla Anderson addressed before the 2010 Sunshine Census Statewide 

Complete Count Committee broke into subcommittees. 

Leilani Fontanilla approached the white board and the groups started brainstorming 

ideas for a mission statement. 

Joe Quetone said the mission staǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άaccurately counting minority 

communitiesΦέ 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Marytza Sanz added that incorporating why the census is important, is needed in the 

mission statement. 

Marilyn Stephens joined the meeting and added that most important number during the 

2010 Sunshine Census are the mail-out, mail-back response rates. The reason is, when a 

household does not mail-back their census questionnaire, a census enumerator has to 

go knock on their door to collect the information. The information collected from door-

to-door enumeration has a higher imputation rate, which translates into less accurate 

data compared to self enumerated questionnaires. Also, the fewer houses that need 

door-to-door enumeration, the less costly the 2010 Sunshine Census will be. Marilyn 

added that address canvassing, when census workers visit neighborhoods to verify 

housing units, is currently in progress. In most cases, they will knock on doors to verify 

addresses and inquire about the number of living quarters on the property. Address 

canvassing is part of the process to ensure all households are accounted for during the 

2010 Sunshine Census. 

Joe Quetone noted that there are some areas and reservations where you need 

permission to go on the property. The Miccosukee Tribe is a perfect example of this. 

They are a very private community that does not just let people in, even if they are from 

the U.S. Census Bureau. He reported that in 2000, there was 0% response rate among 

the Miccosukee tribe. 

Marytza added that the community-based subcommittee needs to create a sense of 

urgency among the hard-to-count populations to be counted in 2010. 

Marilyn Stephens said two very important recommendations that need to be generated 

from the community-based subcommittee are locations for Questionnaire Assistance 

Centers (locations where individuals receive assistance completing their questionnaire) 

ŀƴŘ ά.Ŝ /ƻǳƴǘŜŘέ ǎƛǘŜǎ όwhere people go to pick up a form if they feel they were 

missed).  

 

 

 



 

 

 

She also added that the message that needs to be stressed is, άIf you have children 

enrolled or soon-to-be enrolled in school, use roads or highways, need access to 

healthcare and many more services, accurate census numbers directly affect these 

servicesΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘΗέ 

Leilani said that she would like the 2010 Sunshine Census Staff in Tallahassee to provide 

the 2010 Statewide Complete Count Committee with specific tasks. She added more 

information and materials need to be posted on the 2010 Sunshine Census Web site. 

The reason for this is the speed at which this project is moving and to ensure those 

Statewide Complete Count Committee members and other active people in the 2010 

Sunshine Census public awareness campaign can access current 2010 Sunshine Census 

materials and activities. 

To move discussion toward the mission statement, Patrick Franklin stated that the goal 

of this committee is to create awareness of the 2010 Sunshine Census among the 

historically undercounted and underserved populations that shy away from filling out 

their census questionnaire. 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

άTo utilize community-based organizations as a vehicle to educate, empower and reach 

hard-to-count communities so that they actively participate in the 2010 censusέ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Education Subcommittee 

Minutes of the Meeting 

May 14, 2009 

 

Members present: 

Candace Lankford, Florida School Board Association SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR 

Kathy Thrumston, Florida Parent Teacher Association 

Alexis Tibbetts, Florida Association of District School Superintendents 

 

Candace Lankford started off the meeting by mentioning the video message for the joint 

Florida School Board Association (FSBA) and Florida Association of District School 

Superintendents (FADSS) Conference, which will include Governor Crist, Education 

Commissioner Eric Smith, Bill Montford of FADSS and Wayne Blanton of FSBA. This DVD 

will stress the importance of the 2010 Sunshine Census and promote Census in Schools 

among the educational leaders in Florida. 

Candace also mentioned reaching out to the migrant liaisons within the school districts 

and possibly organizing a meeting with these liaisons in the school districts. These 

liaisons are trusted among the hard-to count populations they work with. Alexis Tibbetts 

added that the migrant liaisons are called English Language Learners (ELL) teachers and 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) teachers. 

Ayla Anderson pointed out that the idea of organizing outreach to the ELL, ESOL, and 

other migrant liaisons within the school system is highlighted in the education 

ǎǳōŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǇŀŎƪŜǘΦ !ȅƭŀ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ 

for high school students working on/with census activitiesέ is highlighted in the 

education subcommittee packet. According to the Bright Futures Statute [s.1009.534 (1) 

(e), f.s.], which gives authority to determine what constitutes community service to the 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΩ όƻǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘe high school administrators) guidance counselors for approval of 

community service. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Candace pointed out that parents would want to know where the community service 

census activities would be located and what census activities their children would be 

involved in. She suggested before this program is promoted within the school districts, 

we have a plan of the activities these students would participate in.  

Alexis mentioned the idea of the ELL, ESOL, and migrant liaisons assisting with 

άcommunity service credits ŦƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴκǿƛǘƘ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέ 

within the districts. She also added in addition to the DVD featuring Governor Charlie 

Crist, Education Commissioner Eric Smith, Bill Montford and Wayne Blanton, being 

broadcasted on the Florida Knowledge Network, it be made into 67 copies for the school 

superintendents. Alexis stated that by the FADSS September meeting the lesson plans 

for the Census in Schools at each grade level need to be completed and in the hands of 

the superintendents, who in turn will bring the lesson plans back to their districts and 

place them in the hands of the principals and teachers. 

Candace mentioned the idea of posting the lesson plans online. She also stated the 

importance of tying the census lesson plans into social studies and civics curriculum. 

!ƭŜȄƛǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ Census in Schools lesson plans 

and when the plans will be available to use or tweak for Florida. 

Ayla said the U.S. Census Bureau currently has a lesson plan for grades 3-5 posted on 

their Web site, www.census.gov/schools. By the end of the summer all the grade levels 

should be posted. 

Alexis mentioned the idea of having a small group of social studies teachers work with 

the U.S. Census Bureau lesson plans and create effective lesson plans for Florida. The 

teachers could travel to Tallahassee for about two days and create tailor-made lesson 

plans before school starts in the fall of 2009. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.census.gov/schools


 

 

 

Candace mentioned the idea of Department of Education contacting social studies 

leaders/teachers and figuring out who would be willing to work on the final lesson plan 

product. 

Alexis mentioned compensating these teachers who will travel to Tallahassee to develop 

these lesson plans.  

Alexis said the graphic design students can develop exhibit materials for the upcoming 

C!5{{κ C{.! Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ tŀǊŜƴǘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ (FPTA) 

conferences this summer.  She also said how great it would be to incorporate poster 

contests ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ 

Kathy Thrumston said the National Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Conference is on 

June 25-нф ƛƴ CǘΦ [ŀǳŘŜǊŘŀƭŜΦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ t¢! /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ мт-19 in Tarpon 

Springs. Exhibit materials and handout materials would be great for both meetings, but 

the state conference would be the most ideal to publicize the 2010 Sunshine Census 

effort. 

The group started to discuss organizations and state agencies that could assist in 

reaching the students and families of the hard-to-count populations. 

Candace said the Florida School Board Association is involved with the Learning First 

Alliance, which has a great network of communication and is an organization that is 

worth branching out to in order to spread the 2010 Sunshine Census message. She also 

mentioned Child and Development Centers. 

The other organizations mentioned were Florida Department of Children and Families, 

Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, Florida SheriffsΩ hŦŦƛŎŜǎ, Florida Department of 

Health, and the Boys and Girls Club of Florida. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Alexis pointed out the most school districts have a person assigned to the different 

groups/organizations mentioned above. Delegation is the way to reach all these 

organizations.  

Kathy addressed the need to have an informational 2010 Sunshine Census DVD or video 

clip in Spanish and other languages pointing out the importance and confidentiality of 

the 2010 Sunshine Census.  

Alexis stated that Tagolog and other Asian languages are common in her district. She 

suggested that a script could be written that every district could use to make the video 

message in different languages based on the needs of their district. These video 

messages could be posted on the different districts' Web sites. Every district has unique 

needs, and this would allow for the districts to develop video messages in the languages 

and dialects needed in their areas. 

Alexis also suggested schools having 2010 Sunshine Census booths at open houses in 

order to reach the parents. Possibly the winner of the poster contest could have their 

poster on display at the open house, along with handouts.  

The members also mentioned reaching the parents through placing 2010 Sunshine 

/Ŝƴǎǳǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻl newsletters. 

Alexis stated the timeline for Census in Schools outreach involving FADSS conferences: 

June 10-12: DVD with Governor Crist, Education Commissioner Eric Smith, Bill 

Montford, of FADSS, Wayne Blanton of FSBA along with exhibit materials and 

handouts. 

September: Lesson plans are finalized and hardcopies are available to distribute 

to the 67 different school superintendents. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

December: Break-out 2010 Sunshine Census session with a speaker to supply 

superintendents with hardcopies of the information that will be sent home with 

children after the holidays. 

Alexis restated the importance of bringing teachers together to tweak the U.S. Census 

Bureau lesson plans for Florida in order to make sure the lesson plans work for all the 

districts. 

Mission Statement: 

ά!ǎ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ 

teachers, staff and community-at-ƭŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ нлмл {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΦέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Faith-based Subcommittee 

Minutes of the Meeting 

May 14, 2009 

 

Members present: 

Rabbi Merrill Shapiro, Temple Beth Shalom 

Imam Muhammad Musri, Islamic Society of Central Florida  

Michele Taylor, Florida Catholic Conference SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR 

 

After introductions, the subcommittee reviewed in brief the requirements of the Florida 

Sunshine Laws as they relate to communications between members of the 

subcommittee.    

A discussion was held about the fear and mistrust many groups will have regarding the 

confidentiality and use of information provided on Census forms. This especially applies 

to hard-to-count minority, immigrant and non-citizen populations. Clergy could help to 

address these fears but would need to be provided with information and assurances 

from the appropriate government offices.   

Rabbi Merrill Shapiro explained that there are essentially three communities to reach 

within the Jewish faith: Orthodox, Conservative and Reform.  

Imam Muhammad Musri indicated that there is not a formal structure connecting 

Islamic communities, and the two largest denominations are Sunni and Shia.  

Michele Taylor identified that there are seven Roman Catholic dioceses in Florida with a 

clearly defined organizational structure, which will aid in communicating with clergy and 

Catholic church leaders throughout the state. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The committee discussed the need to connect with interfaith groups throughout the 

state in order to reach additional faith communities with the Census message.  

Imam Muhammad Musri suggested that the Florida Faith-Based and Community-Based 

Advisory Council, of which he is a member, may have access to contact information for 

various faiths and houses of worship.   

Michele Taylor would inquire about access to this information with her colleague who is 

also a member of the Council. 

The committee asked Ayla Anderson about the use of a blog hosted on the Sunshine 

Census 2010 web site and open to the public.  This method of communication would 

used as means to gather input and transmit information to sub-committee members 

and faith communities. 

Mission Statement: 

άLŘŜƴǘƛŦy and establish relationships of trust with faith and interfaith communities in 

Florida to convey the importance of the 2010 Sunshine Census, ensure confidentiality 

and encourage participation as an act of faithful responsibility.έ 

 

*Faith-based subcommittee minutes taken by Michele Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Government Subcommittee 

Minutes of the Meeting 

May 14, 2009 

 

Members present: 

.Ǌȅŀƴ ±ŀǳƎƘƴΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 

/ŀǊƳƛƴŜ tǊƛƻǊŜΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ /ƛǘƛŜǎ 

Mary Oakley, Florida Department of Elder Affairs 

Pegeen Hanrahan, Florida League of Mayors 

{ǘŜǾŜƴ aǳǊǊŀȅΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ !ŦŦŀƛǊs 

Courtney Heidelberg, Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 

Davin Suggs, Florida Association of Counties 

{Ŏƻǘǘ ±ŀƴ5ŜƳŀƴΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛǎƳ SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR 

Vesselka McAlarney, representing Rebecca Rust from Florida Agency for Workforce 

Innovation 

 

Scott VanDeman started the meeting by filling the group in on his meeting with Ayla 

Anderson after the government subcommittee conference call on March 27, 2009. He 

stated their conversation was focused on creating structure and guidance for the 

subŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ άŎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘƻƻƭƪƛǘǎέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƭŀōƻǊΦ 

These toolkits would be used by different state agencies to create 2010 Sunshine Census 

public awareness via electronic, print and any other mediums deemed necessary. Scott 

stated the idea of coordinating a meeting between the state agŜƴŎƛŜǎΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

directors. This meeting would be effective in bringing the state agencies together to 

discuss the most effective ways to reach the hard-to-count populations. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mayor Hanrahan said the county and municipal governments would find the census 

toolkits very helpful as well. 

Bryan Vaughn pointed out that the toolkit needs to be accessible to people with 

disabilities. During the 2000 Census, it is estimated people with disabilities were 

undercounted by 20 to 25 percent. 

Mayor Hanrahan pointed out that the toolkit needs to have materials available in 

different languages. 

Vesselka MacAlarney mentioned that a large role of the government subcommittee is to 

encourage the local governments to form local complete count committees.  

Carmine Priore said that there is an effort underway by many of the municipalities in 

Florida to ensure new annexation areas are counted accurately.  

Mayor Hanrahan said the best way to reach the local officials in Florida is during the 

joint League of Cities and League of Mayors meeting this summer, as well as during the 

Florida Association of Counties meeting this summer. 

Carol Westmoreland from the Florida League of Cities (FLOC) said there will be a booth 

available for ǘƘŜ нлмл {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŀǘ C[h/Ωǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ Materials will 

inform the local government officials of the importance of an accurate count in 2010, as 

well as encourage the formation of local complete count committees. 

Mayor Hanrahan stated that someone from Florida league of Cities or Florida League of 

Mayors and Florida Association of Counties should speak at their respective meetings to 

encourage the formation of local complete count committees. She stated that having 

someone speak would have a greater influence on the local government leaders than 

just supplying print materials alone.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Scott stated that we need to know which communities have local complete count 

committees and who their contact people are. 

Vesselka stated that the local complete count committees are beginning to form, but 

many are not in place yet. Now is the time to encourage the formation of local complete 

count committees. 

Carmine said the Florida League of Cities needs to obtain informational materials from 

ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ that will inform elected officials 

on the importance of an accurate count during the 2010 Sunshine Census. Local elected 

officials will not be motivated to organize local complete count committees unless they 

are fully aware of the repercussions of not obtaining an accurate count. 

Mayor Hanrahan reiterated the importance of having a full presentation at the joint 

Florida League of Cities and Florida League of Mayors conference in August and at the 

Florida Association of Counties meeting in June. 

Davin Suggs said the Florida Association of Counties is attempting to find a time slot for 

the 2010 Sunshine Census presentation. 

Carol said reaching out to the Florida City and County Management Association 

(FCCMA), a professional organization of practicing public administrators from 

throughout local governments, is a great way to reach local officials.  

Davin asked if this committee is expected to assist in formation of local complete count 

committees or is this committee supposed to supply more of a marketing effort to 

encourage the formation of local complete count committees. 

Vesselka said the 2010 Sunshine Census Statewide Complete Count Committee is 

supposed to encourage the formation of local complete count committees, but she is 

not sure to what extent the committee will help form them. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Scott stated that there is a need to reach out to the local public information officers, 

local communication directors and county and city mangers around the state. Davin and 

Carol indicated they can reach the county and municipal PIOS. 

 

Mary Oakley stated that the Department of Elder Affairs needs to know when materials 

will be forthcoming, in order to plan a timeline for their outreach. She also stated that 

there seems to be a need for the marketing materials to be tailored specifically to the 

target audience. She suggested pulling experts from the hard-to-count populations 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ άǇŀƴŜƭέ ǘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ before the 

materials are released to the public is something to strongly consider. 

Scott added that it is important that we work with the community-based subcommittee 

on ensuring the materials created for the άŎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘƻƻƭƪƛǘǎέ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ hard-to-

count communities they are intended to reach. 

Mission Statement: 

ά¢ƻ ŜŘǳŎŀte officials at all levels about the importance of a complete count during the 

2010 Sunshine Census, and to motivate all citizens to participate in the 2010 Sunshine 

/ŜƴǎǳǎΦέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Media Subcommittee 

Minutes of the Meeting 

May 14, 2009 

 

Members present: 

Belinda Keiser, Keiser University 

Guylene Berry, Community Advisor for the City of Miami 

Nikki Stewart, representing Patrick Roberts from the Florida Association of Broadcasters 

Chris Smith, Florida Press Association 

Janice Caluda, Florida Cable and Telecommunications Association SUBCOMITTEE CHAIR 

 

Janice Caluda started the meeting by stating the purpose of the media subcommittee, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ нлмл 

Sunshine Census funds can be used. 

Belinda Keiser pointed out that a grassroots approach and a social networking 

component are very important. 

Janice said that it is possible to establish a profile for the 2010 Sunshine Census on social 

networking sites. 

Chris Smith mentioned that the media subcommittŜŜΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ 

include a focus on hard-to-count populations. 

Belinda Keiser stated that our ultimate goal is to count every resident in Florida. 

Marilyn Stephens spoke of ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǇƘŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ 

public awareness campaign: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

1. Education Phase: Spring 2008 through December 2009 

2. Promotion Phase: April 1, 2009-April 1, 2010 

3. Motivation Phase: February 2010- September 2010 

Guylene Berry hosts a Haitian radio show in South Florida and recently had a call-in 

show with questions about the 2010 census. She stated how important the medium of 

radio is in reaching the Haitian population in Florida, as 80% of Haitian adults do not 

know how to read or write. She stated that most the Haitian population receives their 

information via radio, worship and through their school-age children. This is why Census 

in Schools is so important; in many cases the children are the only members of the 

household that can speak English or read and write. She also stated that someone had 

called into her radio ǎƘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ /ǊŜƻƭŜΦ 

Guylene recommended the Web site is translated in Creole. 

Chris Smith pointed out the need to reach out to college students. College students are 

counted where they attend school, not were their parents or guardians live. He stated 

that print advertisements in college newspapers across the state are an effective way to 

reach this demographic. 

Janice recommended using the WFSU statewide television network to create awareness 

of the 2010 Sunshine Census. A 30 minute program could be developed and played on 

the WFSU statewide network and university channels. 

/ƘǊƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜΣ 

www.Sunshinecensus2010.com, to the university Web sites across the state and adding 

a promotional video aimed to target college students to the 2010 Sunshine Census Web 

site would be helpful in creating 2010 Sunshine Census awareness among the college-

age population students. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sunshinecensus2010.com/


 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

ά¢ƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмл {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǘƻ 

assist in developing a comprehensive media initiative incorporating electronic, print, 

outdoor, and the Internet, to target all populations with accurate messages in different 

ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΦέ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     


