
 

 

Minutes 

2010 Statewide Complete Count Committee 

Community-Based Subcommittee 

Conference Call 

March 26, 2009 

2:00pm-3:00pm 

 

Members on the call: 

Joy Bruce, Filipino-American Community in South Florida 

Leilani Fontanilla, Filipino-American Organizations in Central Florida 

Michele Hughes, Fresh Ministries 

Joe A. Quetone, Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, Inc. 

Thayumanasamy Somasundaram, Indian Communities in Florida 

T.W. Fair, Urban League of Greater Miami 

Lavon Williams, representing Mayor Richard Crotty 

Dennis Baxley, Florida Christian Coalition (Faith-Based Subcommittee) 

Legislative Delegates on the call: 

Representative Hazelle Rogers 

 

The meeting started at 2:00pm. Roll was then called. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Julianne Cruz, Leilani Fontanilla’s sister, was the first to speak regarding the efforts of 

the Filipino-American Organizations in Central Florida. She spoke for Leilani, as she 

couldn’t make the call right at 2:00pm. She said that 10 Asian-American organizations, 

civic centers for the youth, and some church organizations have “come on board” with 

the 2010 Census initiative. There are many events this summer where information on 

the census will be disseminated and spoken on. There will be community picnics, an 

event on April 4th in Oldsmar, and other events in April, May, and July. Most of these 

events are open to the public.  

Thayumanasamy Soma was the next to speak on the progress of his outreach in the 

Indian Community of Florida. He has reached out to numerous Indian organizations via 

e-mail. There has been some positive response, and he plans on following up on the 

organizations that have not responded yet. He plans on writing articles for the 

consideration of the three Indian newspapers in circulation. He has reached out to three 

of the Hindu churches in Florida as well. He plans on continuing these outreach efforts 

up to the May 14th meeting. 

Michelle Hughes spoke on how she has been sharing the census information with the 

members of Fresh Ministries and sharing knowledge of the importance of the census 

within the community. She has been working with many neighborhood and community 

associations. She is also going to post information about the census on Fresh Ministries’ 

Web site. 

Representative Hazelle Rogers was the next to share her outreach accomplishments. 

She has reached out to numerous churches and civic organizations in her district. She is 

engaging the local community, especially the Caribbean-American communities in her 

area. She is establishing a “District 94 Census Task Force.” 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 She is working closely with the local complete count committee in Broward County. Her 

biggest focus is educating the public on the census. 

Dr. Joy Bruce is doing a lot of coordination with Winnie Tang, Census 

Partnership Specialist and 

South Florida Team Leader. Here are list of some of her outreach accomplishments thus 

far:  

1. Introduced 2010 Sunshine Census on a panel discussion on community 

organizing, during the North American South Asian Law Student Association 

Conference in Miami. She also connected with the Asian Pacific American Bar 

Association of South Florida. 

2. Held an Asian Census organizational meeting and outreach at Miramar Branch 

Library. 

3. Attended an event at Broward Korean Presbyterian Church and introduced 

Census 2010 Asian Partnership/collaborative project to the leadership. Will 

follow up. 

4. Participated in Congressional Asian Pacific American caucus (CAPAC) 

Teleconference. 

5. Participated in Leadership Conference on Civil Rights Education Fund’s Justice 

Teleconference: “Making the Count Right: Achieving and accurate 2010 Census 

for Underrepresented Communities.” 

Some upcoming plans are: 

1. April 4th: 2010 Census Complete Count Strategic Planning workshop at the 

Combined of Filipino- American Coalition ( FAPA-FL and NaFFAA) 

2. Link Census 2010 in National Alliance to Nurture the Aged and the Youth’s 

website, www.nanay.com. 
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3. Create Newsletter/email signatures/email-blast (list serve) 

4. Give informational material at many upcoming community events 

Joe Quetone spoke on his collaboration with Debra Hinote, the liaison for the Native 

American communities in Florida. She has reported a good meeting with the 

Miccosukee Tribe in South Florida. During the 2000 Census, there was 0% response rate 

from the Miccosukee Tribe reservation in South Florida. She plans on meeting with the 

Seminole Tribe very soon as well. Joe spoke on his experience working with the 2000 

census and how promotional materials were customized to reach the Native American 

communities in Florida. Another great medium of public awareness for the Native 

American community will be the Seminole Tribune, which is probably the most popular 

newspaper among this community in Florida. The Indian Country Today Newspaper is 

also another newspaper to advertise with. 

Ayla Anderson then addressed the issue of the need to provide the Governor’s office 

with an estimate of the extent of the outreach they plan to engage in, i.e. 

informational/promotional materials/costs involved. This information is needed in 

preparation for the allocation resulting from the finalized 2008-09 budget. Governor 

Crist has recommended $2.875 M for census efforts; however, the amount of the 

allocation will not be finalized until the Governor signs the budget later this summer.  

Lavon Williams stated the complication gauging the cost of the outreach. 

Ayla then revised her statement to an estimation of the volume of the outreach. She 

said how important it is to know upcoming events where census information will be 

disseminated. Most of these events should be posted on the calendar of events, which 

is posted on the 2010 Sunshine Census Web site. Events that would create awareness of 

the census should also be included in the estimation of the volume of the outreach. 

Sagi John, who is familiar with the Orlando area; Indian communities, was also on the 

call. He spoke of the outreach in the Orlando area toward the Indian communities. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

He was invited on the call by Leilani because of his capabilities in creating awareness of 

the census. 

Lavon Williams spoke of the Orange County Complete Count Committee plan to post 

billboards along the I-4 corridor. 

Julianne Cruz spoke in regards to the homeless count. She stated she works on a soup 

kitchen line and this could be an ideal place to count the homeless population. 

Joe Quetone brought up the fact that many local governments like to do “homeless 

sweeps” before the census, so their area receives a “clean count.” In other words, 

census data obtained from their area will show a lower homeless population. In reality, 

with a larger homeless population count, there is a greater chance of the area receiving 

a larger amount of federal funding. Some areas would rather their neighborhoods and 

cities to appear “cleaner” by having a lower population count of the homeless, for 

reasons such as tourism. He just wanted this to be something we keep our eyes peeled 

for and try to prevent. 

Ayla Anderson summed up the call with a reminder to send her an estimate of the 

volume of outreach/calendar of events/resources needed for outreach efforts. She also 

stated the need for recommendations for the locations of Questionnaire Assistance 

Centers (QACs). She also said she would send more information on QACs, once she 

receives them from the Census Bureau. 

The meeting was over at 3:00pm. 

Minutes taken by Allee Blay and typed up by Ayla Anderson 

     

 


